
 

Please respond to the Leicester and 

Leicestershire Strategic Transport 

Priorities consultation.  

Deadline (when this consultation closes)           

29th June 2020. 

The L+L Strategic Transport Priorities draft document is a blueprint for transport in 

Leicester and Leicestershire for the next 30 years. 

 

We would like to see many people make the following points in 

their own words. (If we use the same words, the responses will get 

much less weight, and could get treated as one response.) 

• This draft plan consistently demonstrates that the councils’ priorities are to predict 
and provide for car use. We feel the underlying priority should be to actively manage 
and reduce car use by making it consistently less attractive than the sustainable 
alternatives of bus, rail and bike. This involves targets, money and policies to: 

o reallocate road space away from cars to segregated networks of routes for 
buses and bikes. 

o put proportionally more money and effort into rail, bus and cycle ways 
o ensure that new housing and business developments are built around rail, 

bus and cycle links instead of car use – this means they need to be built (at 
50-100dph density rather than lower) as continuous developments onto 
towns, not as freestanding or ribbon developments which cause car 
dependency. 
 

• Given a) the recent ruling against Heathrow’s extra runway, b) the case currently 
being prosecuted against national governments insane road building plan, and c) the 
climate emergency, national government road building policy is very likely to shift 
radically in the next couple of years. Please don’t build a 30 year plan around a road 
building plan which is both damaging to the climate and due to be overturned legally 
in the near future. 

Ways to respond 
Online: 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have
-your-say/current-
consultations/leicester-and-
leicestershire-strategic-transport-
priorities  
By post: Strategic Transport Plan 
Consultation, Leicestershire County 
Council, Have Your Say, FREEPOST 
NAT 18685, Leicester, LE3 8XR. 
By email: tsap@leics.gov.uk 

• Your response can be as long or 
short as you want. 

• Please ask friends and any 
environmental or social justice 
groups you are in to respond too. 

• If you are willing to send it to your 
local councillors as well, with a 
covering note saying you are 
concerned about this very 
problematic draft plan, it will have 
still more impact. 
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• This document should have solid policies about ensuring that mass transit options 
become viable – not make them ever less viable which will be the result of the 
current Plan given here. 
 

• The whole set of priorities should be built around a carrot and stick approach. 
Research shows again and again that where car use is discouraged at the same time 
as sustainable transport options are supported, there is a far greater modal switch to 
sustainable travel than if only the latter policies are put in place. This document fails 
to do this. Having said this, we are glad to see the plans for a workplace parking levy 
in Leicester – and would like to see sticks such as congestion charging in all towns 
as a way of raising money to make bus use, trams and trains cheaper and cleaner. 
 

• The aims look mostly good, but the rest of the document does not support them – 
instead it consistently prioritises economic growth, road building, and car use. 

o The three aims on growth (2,4 and 5) should be combined to one which says 
“Only support and drive economic grown and development which is 
sustainable, maximises social and environmental benefits and support the 
transition to a low carbon economy” 

o The aims should be arranged in order of importance with an aim about 
climate change put at the top “support the reduction of county, national and 
international carbon footprints in order to limit catastrophic climate change” 

 

• We entirely support the councils working together to create effective transport policy, 
especially on bus corridors, shared Park and Rides, bike routes, rail hubs and links. 

o However the shared plans need to prioritise sustainable planning and 
developments which are centred around sustainable transport – not the 
current road/car dependant modal of development you are promoting here. 

o City and County councils need to preserve and not build on old railway 
trackbeds as they may be needed. In the meantime they should be re-
purposed as cycling and walking pathways and managed as wildlife corridors. 

 

• The Local Transport Authorities should be actively pushing for all strategy 
development they are involved in (for example the Local Industrial Strategy) to 
prioritise climate change and sustainable development above all else, otherwise we 
are going to live with much worse climate change and lose the chance to benefit from 
key current and future green development opportunities . 
 

• There is no real plan to decarbonise or manage local freight within Leicestershire. 
You need hubs and networks, plans and targets, both for decarbonisation and to 
reduce the number of HGVs on the roads. 
 

• Since Leicestershire sits in the logistics “Golden Triangle”, Leicester and 
Leicestershire councils need to take a leadership role in shifting the UK’s logistics 
industry away from diesel and petrol freight and towards sustainable freight 
especially rail (and maybe hydrogen fuel). 

o See some freight suggestions from Climate Action at: 
http://www.climateactionleicesterandleicestershire.org.uk/index.php/working-
groups/transport-action/  
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